You are instructed to conduct an immediate, thorough, discreet 
investigation concerning the character, associations, and loyalty of the “ 
above-named individual in accordance with the provisions of the Atomic Energy _ 4 
Act of 1946. The original and four copies of the report are to be transmitted ae 
to the Bureau by special delivery, and by air mail unless ordinary mail ‘is 
equally speedy, so as to reach the Bureau not later than Septeaber Y, IY, 


Present address: : “% 
Birthdate and birthplace: 


Race: _ 7 re 

Social Security Number: wk 

Record from Manhattan Engineer District or ra : 
Atomic Energy Commission: None ( ) pfitsohea { 

Record from Identification Division: ' None (J -“Attached ( )} 


Record from Bureau files: : None (4 Attached { ) 
Position involved: _. . Se oat 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No.1 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT BUREAU 


FUE NO. 116-7384 .° 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MACE RY 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 9/15/47 “O/LL/47 GUY HOTTEL, 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 
ws sey, 
at 


REQ. REC'D 
REFERENCE: Bureau File No. 116-27.943 g QEE 9 
Bureau Letter dated August 21, 1947 ; 


AT WASHINGTON D. SEE REYEny: SBE FOR 


ADD, Disseej-3-: 
wing investigation was conducted by Special ey DIESER ATION, 
assigned to the liashington Field Office, 
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~ REFERRED UPON COMPLiTION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN-« 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION . 


FLENO. 1160738 


Form No. 2 
THIS CASE ORIG:NATED AT BUREAU 


REPORT MADE AT 7 DATE WHEN MADE PERICO FoR 
Port land, Oregon 


Tm 


A ik i 
HEREIN JS U 

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: DATE { 4 
REFERENCE 


DETAIISS — Q 
t Gs 


Vale Union High School, Vale, Oregon, made | 
ich showed that the applicant attended that institution ~ 
938-1939, and wae graduated in June 1939. The records wore |-. 
puplete, end contained no data on the applicant's first three years; however" |: 
ptated that the applicant attended the Vale High School for four years. : 
e@ information available, it was ascertained that the applicant received 
average grades, and required no disciplinary action as a student. None of the 
applicant's former teachers are in Vale at present, hfe 


of Eastern Oregon 
State College, La rande, Oregon, made a able her records which showed that the 


applicant attended that institution during the school year 1939*1940, and thet © - 

during that period he maintained a poor scholastic Yecord. However, no further Bis 

information was on file. None of the applicant's teachers was available for < 

interview, . 5° 
paige SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR 

4 

Py we ADD, DISSEMINATION. 


Aen 
2 Union Pacific 
Railroad, La G OF ° the applicant was 
employed as a brakeman during 1941, and the early part of 1942, having terminated | 
employment in February, 1942, The applicant's employment was satisfactory, and no: 
derogatory opmetion was on file. He left the UPRR to join the armed forces, 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT 


5 ~ Bureau ASD 


REIGHBORHOOD 


AT VAIZ, OREGON: 


The applicant's address during the period when he lived in — 
Vale, was the Vale Hotel, which establishment was operated by his father 
at thet time, oe i ( 


Sula se r 4 
always polite, and respectful during the peftod when he knew °{: 
him, and that there could be no question concerning his loyalty. { 


at Vale advised’ 
a personally, an sey nothing against — 
tated that he would describe the applicant as a “clean - 
Of good character, and clean morals. 


end 2 


vise ey were well acquainte 
ar as they were concerned, he was a fine person, 
and loyalty was beyond question. 


applicant, an 
whose character, morals, 


RELATIVES 


All of the persons interviewed in Vale, ani who are listed “Wess 
@ many favorable comments concerning the applicant's < 
die aiviteetory information whatsoever was heard a 


/ eee eg 
ob Bo: #2 EK aS : 


Aas LOM 56 


BElc te 


Te: rT) 


10k 


POLICE AND CREDIT 


No record of the applicant 
the files of the following Law Enfor 


Oregon State Police 


Malheur County Sheriff's 
Union County Sheriff's Office 
La Grande City Police 


No record concerning the applic: 
at the Retail Credit Bureau at Ontario, Oregon. 


Credit Bureau, La Grande, Oregon, advised o 
that the rande owing many small debts,-and that he had ... 
@ very poor credit’ ratings She stated ‘0. f one * 


account prior to his leaving La Grande mee 
stated that he lived a ments e a 
e school, and working for the Railrond in La Grande. She further - 


stated that while there sould be no question concerning his loyalty, she — 
Would not recommend him as being of excellent character, adding that he 
wes careless about hie financial obligations. 


No information in Portland Office files ay 
FRED LEE CRISMAN. 


REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


rm No. 1 


HIS CASE ORIGINATED AT BUREAU 


REPORT MADE AT 


Seattle, Washington 


ie 2 


SYNOPSIS OF Facts: -- 


Referencess 


ee ’ 


Details: 


AT TACOMA, WASLINGTON: 


A check of the records of the Tacoma Health Department verified 
*pplicant's birth on July 22, 1919 at Tacona, Washington, REVERSE SIDE FOR 


se SENINATION. 
Be. : ADD, DISSEMINATIO 


ae 


be 


stated he has know appli~ 


stigator for the State of ms: 
years. He. stated that he found the X 
fr~ bo NOT WRITE IN THESE Oraces . 
6- Biresn (age ae, SPECIAL A : 2 
— v oe a 


C7 lll Fuca. ello ls 


SB 116-2694 : “a 


6 Se Pee TP Free any us a has aa 
applicant a conscientious worker on behalf of Veterans and he knew noth 
derogatory concerning applicant. He also stated he had no reason tot.~ 
question applicant's loyalty to the United States, te 1 
Ma: 

stated he bectile b Ct 
acquaint applican' @pp. was Veterans matters. 
for the State. He stated that it was his opinion that applicant was thi ‘i 
only person in the city who was conscientiously attempting to assist Véterans, 
particularly le with the law, and he did an excellent jou ah” 
this respect. tated further that he knew of no undesirable : 
associates of ant while he was employed by the State of Washington, 
but following the termination of this work he went to work for one HAROLD 
DaHL, piloting DAHL'S personal plane. He stated that DAHL, in his opinion 
is crooked, although the Prosecutor's Office has never had anything on DAHL 


for which he could be prosecuted. stated that ‘DAHL was rumored 
to be a black market operator during te War, but nothing concrete of thig 
nature ever cane to light. that he did not know of appli- 
ceant's association with DAHL unti. cane to him for advice, stating 


that he had developed an idea for a log patrol and beach patrol which would 
involve the recovery of unmarked logs from Puget_Sound and also the patrolling 
of valuable summer beach cottages for private awmners, He related to 

| ree DAHL ‘stole this idea from him and @ company from whic 
applicant was excluded. At this ine RD applicant of his 

opinion of DAHL'S character and advis sever his connection with 

him. This applicant did, and so far as he Inoms, applicant has had no 

contact with DAHL. He added that he encounters DAHL on the Tacoma streets 
occasionally and he apparently has not seen applicant as he always inquires 
about applicant, 


stated further that applicant on some occasions exercises” ble 
nt, both in his work and jn managing his personal affairs, 
short time ago applicant was having trouble with his wife 
he openad an goneont he North Pacific Bank he : 


ve! 
He 


ry ge 
stated that a 


stand ippLicant ¢ e povcen ty his trouble ani 
to an extreme lack of good judgment on applicant's part. 


oncluded by stating that he knows nothing further of a 
derogatory nature concerning applicant, and in his opinion, he is a leyal 
Americans 


stated he became ; 
acquain with applicant through con’ 3 vhile he was attempting 


to assist Veterans in trouble with the Tacoma police. He stated that & 


or 
at 


attribated 


Fae 


20 


4. 


Lo raaingepeaate * 


6% 


applicant was extremely diligent in his efforts on the behalf of Veterans 

but it was his opinion that applicant good judgnent as ‘he would 
waste endless time on matters which, in! pinion, were : it 
where he’might better spend his tine °. > By way of a specific He 
instance, he stated he recalled that the applicant spent what seemed agreat 

deal of time in attempting to recover a radio stolen froma Veteran frowig: 

@ pawn shop where it had been pammed. He stated that the radio was old and 
of very little value, 


ated that he knew nothing derogatory concerning applicant's ble 
backgrot has had no reason to question his loyalty to the United States. 
He added that he knew nothing concerning applicant's associates but he was 
well regarded by those with whom he came in contact while employed by the 
State. He also stated he could recommend applicant for any type of work 
where ha would be closely supervised and his work would be definitely outlined 
for him, but he could not reconmend him for work requiring the exervise of 
good judgment. 


ae ::-: further that applicant is a mamber of the American be 
Veter 


of World War IT and referred the reporting Agent to ho 
also is acquainted with applicant. bz EW . hie 


a... that he felt applicant is lacking in good judgnent 3 ¢ 
“but is o ise @ person of good character and a loyal American it, 


3e 


Sa Ha OMENS 


NEIGHBORHOOD 


iC 
outh 13th, 


It is noted that Woodland Street in Salishan Project is a short street 
and the Units next door to No. 125 are vacant having been declared surplus. 
The following persons living a short distance from this address stated 
applicant and his family were well regarded in the neighborhood and they had 
no reason to question their loyalty to the United States: 


ble 
- | 


The following persons residing in the apartment at 2510 Fawcett stated 


' applicant and his family 


were well regarded ani were considered loyal 
Americans: 


@ was looking far an emte Inquiry among 
neighbors in the vicinity of 2908 South 13th to locate anyone who recalled 
applicant was negative, 


CREDIT AND CROINAL 
There was no record fer applicant with the Tacoma Police Department, 
Pierce County Sheriff's Office, or the Tacoma Merchant's Credit Bureate 


oC 2 


INFCRUATION FROM F.B.I. FILES, SEATTLE 


Files of the Seattle Office reflect that the applicant together with, ey 
A. in a signed statement, dated August 7, 1947, admitted that they neds 

Up some -strange rock formation from a gravel pit on i Island, Washing Fand.:. 
had sent a @igar box of these ‘rock formations to RAYPA » who is ey or'the © 
VENTURE and the FANTACY magazines published in Dlliso requesting Pa £0. 

make a chemical analysis of these formations, : 


BE 
They advised that PALMER then wrote then saying that he had: been unable 
to analyze the rocks submitted him and asked for additional samples. A few 
days after the flying disk stories started in the latter part of June, P. 
contscted them saying that he would pay for an exclusive story if the matert 
which DAHL end CHRISMAN hed sent him were fragments of a flying disk, *: : 


“a 


DAHL then wrote.PALMER a letter in which he said that the material sub- 
mitted was part of eflying disk. Both DAHL and the applicant admitted that 
this statement was entirely false, 


It is noted that @ B-25 Army aircraft had crashed during the night of July 
3lst, August 1, 1947 near Kelso, Washington, killing the pilot and co-pilot, 


about the flying disk, Subsequent—~newspaper stories hinted that this B-25 was 
carrying fragments of the flying disk to Hamilton Field, California, and it 
was believed that this information had probably come from DAHL and the applicant, 


REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 
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PAGE TWO 


WERE KILLED. THE WRECKAGE WAS SCREENED BY AAF INTELLIGENCE FROM : 
MCCHORD FIELD. THE TACOMA NEWS TRIBUNE AND THROUCH THEA’ THE UNITED 


“PRESS PUT OUT A ‘STORY THE PLANE HAS CARRYING PARTS OF A DISC WHICH 


sit 


HAD STRUCK A BOAT OWNED BY HAROLD DAHL AND FRED CRISMAN ’ Tacouta, a 
SEB isc 2 THAT TODAYS ISSUE OF THE “OREGONIAN CARRIES A UP. STOR 


~ FROM A  Drse, AND “ANALYSIS OF THE FRAGMENTS SHOWS THEM TO BE FROM 


“TACOMA SLAG Mabhe NO AAF INTELLIGENCE PERSONNEL AVAILABLE PORTLAND « 


FBI SEATTLE 


ASIRECTOR FBI 
CALYING DISCS, Se Me = Xe 
AND SEATTLE AUGUST FIVE LAST. INTELLIGENCE OFFICERS MCCORD FIELD, 
WNe, ADVISE THAT IN THEIR (al OPINION AND FROM THEIR INVESTIGATION 
THERE 1S NO QUESTION OF THE CRASH OF THE Bu TWENTYFIVE AT KELSO, WNe 


RETEL PORTLAND TO DIRECTOR , SAR 


WMA APPROXIMATELY TWO FIFTY As Me 5 AUGUST ONE LAST HAVING BEEN CAUSED 
BY ANY SABOTAGE. THEY STATE THEIR INVESTIGATION INDICATES THE LEFT 
ENGINE BURNED OUT AN EXHAUST STACK WHICH CAUSED THE WING TO BURN AND 
BREAK OFFe THE LEFT WING AS IT ol BROKE OFF TORE OFF THE TAIL AND 
THE PLANE CRASHED INTO THE GROUND ‘KILLING CAPT. DAVIDSON AND LT. BROWN 
INTELLIGENCE OFFICERS OF THE FOURTH AIR FORCE WHO WERE RETURNING FROM 
MCCORD FIELD, WNe, TO HAMILTON FIELD, CALIFBORNIA. THE CREW CHIEF AND 
A HITCHHIKER PARACHUTED TO SAFETY FROM THE PLANE« ONLY FOUR MEMBERS 
WERE ABOARD THE PLANE, DAVIDSON AND BROWN BEING PILOT AND CO- PILOT 


AND HAD NO CHANCE TO ESCAPE WHEN THE — BROKE OFF» 
A- Two — oF FOURTH AIR FORCE, 
HAMILTON FIELD, CALIFORNIA,” ay oe nes Edabedaee sy Low 
WERE SENT FROM HAMILTON FIELD TO Ag if Se Ried Ano Freee 
MGRISMAN AT TACOMA, MNey “REGARDING THEGE ic SOME FLYING — 
DISCS OVER MAURY ISLAND, WN., AND THAT 1 ED SOME OF _ pisc * 
A LUMBBER BUSINESS AT 


ve: 


SoD CRISMAN AND DAHL ARE PARTNERS: 
LU} 2 COPIES DESTROYED 
TACOMA, W nth 270 NOV 19/1964 


PAGE Two: = 


CAPTAIN DAVIDSON Ap ut ‘BROWN ‘ON THURSDAY, JULY Qe THIRTYFIRST 


LAST INTERVIEWED DAHL, CRISMAN;,. pled FROM BOISE, IDAHO, f. 
WHO VAS OME OF THE FIRST THAT REPORTED SEEWING FLYING DISCS | | 
WHO ALSO REPORTED 
SEEING FLYING DISCS. THIS INTERVIEW TOOK PLACE AT THE SNM WINTHROP 
HOTEL ON THE AFTERNOON OF JULY QMS THIRTYFIRST Last. CAPTAIN 
DAVIDSON AND LT. BROWN WERE RETURNING TO HAMILTON FIELD FOR AIRFORCE 


DAY AND HAD WITH THEM SOME OF THE, ‘DISC FRAGMENTS AS REPORTED BY DAHL 
AND CRISMAN. . ; 


Iv 
AND UNITED PRESS / 


RECEIVED ANONYMOUS. PHONE CALLS JULY 
THIRTYFIRST AND AUGUST FIRST LAST REGARDING THE MEETING AT THE WINTHROP 
HOTEL OWER THE DIScs FRAGMENTS: AND THAT THE B= TWENTYFIVE WHICH 


CRASHED THE MORNING OF M@@MP AUGUST ONE WAS @® SABOTAGED OR SHOT DOWN. 
INFORMATION AS YET NOT VERIFIED INDICATED THE ENTIRE STORY STARTED BY 
AHL AND CRISMAN .POSSIBLY To PROMOTE SALE OF SLAG FOUND IN A GRAVEL 
IT ON MAURY ISLAND, WN. "NG INFORMATION “AVAILABLE AS YET AS TO THE 
DENTITY OF THE INDIVIDUAL ‘% WHO MADE THE Syomrsns PHONE CALL TO THE 


AGOMA TIMES ABR: DRE UM 


meat ee i a roe 


WILCOX 


1-33 PM OK FBI WA a : ie Pz . 


Sederal Burean of Enuestigati:.: 


; 4 
United States Bepartment of Sustice on 7 


407 U. S. Court House 
Seattle 4, Nashington 
August 18, 1947 


ip avo os wen 
x 


yh DIRECTOR, FBI 


4 RE: “FLYG Dtscs sTcHTsp By FRED .. fe 


cf 


CRISMAN and HAROLD A, DAHL, . 
TACO, “TASHINGTON 
s- xX 


Dear Sir: 


flying dise story that started by Fr. OSs and HAROLD Ax? EL which 
Subsequently resulted in news stortes thefTacoma Tines, thes@oise Statesman 
and thexChicago Tines that a B~25 carrying Amy Intelligence of icers was stot 
down 6r sabotaged over Kelso, ‘ashington on august 1, 1947 because it was carry- 
ing sone flying dise fragments. 


The following, “in fenerel, cre the D infos wie the 


if The original story, as related- by FRED CPISHAN and HAROLD _ 
Nos, was to the effect that DAHL, while patrolling in his boat near "aury 

y Asland, washington, sighted six flying discs, one of which fluttered to the 
earth and disintegrated, showering his boat with fragnents which caused some 
E damage the boat and killed his dog. HaRCLD DAHL wrote a letter to RAY A, 
pense of\Biff-Davis Company hich publishes fantastic adventure megezines in 

» sending oe of the flying disk ana relating the above story. 
Tang. 


Ra 


he & story regarding the flying disc, to came to Tacoma and check the_sto ene 
“,  Felated by FRED CRISMAN and HAROLD DAHL, ane Cn b& 


" KENNETH ARNOLD came to Tacoms, Washington July 30, 1947 and 
x4 arranged for a meeting the following day, July 31, with FRED CRISMAN and HAROLD 
- DAHL in his room 502, Winthrep Hote poo AS cht no ENN 


=o 
( 

ca) 

( 


August 19, 1947 q 
this meetings KENNETH 120. ae FRED CRISMAN, HAROLD bie 
DAHL, Captain DAVIDSON and Lieutenant of Army A-2 Intelligence fran } 

- “Hamilton Field, California, all met in ARNOLD's room at various times during 
z;bhe afternogn and f July 31, 1947 and d seed the flying’ disc 
_ sas. Plated Se" Niet DAM, * Tp Rigg ther ssotortioerps Captain 
DAVIDSON and Tieutenant BROWN, left about 2s Ae M, the morning of August 1, 
1947 to return'to Hamflton Field, Galifornia for Air Force Day in a B-25 and 
were carrying some of the reported diac frdgments. The left engine on the 
B-25 burned an exhaust stack which in tara caught the left wing afire, the 
wing subsequently breaking off and tearing off the tadl. The 53-25 crashed, 
killing Captain DAVIDSON and Lieutenant BROWN, However, the Crew Chief and 
a hitch-hiker parachuted to safety. Intelligence Officers at McChord Field, 
Washington advised there was no indication of any sabotage. The plane crashed 
at Kelso, Washington approximately 2:50 A. M, August 1, 1947. 


Five anonymous calls were received by a reporter, Tacoma 
Times, and the United Press ‘iirenan, Tacoma, between 11:30 A. '., July 31, 1947 
and 5:30 P, ‘{., August 2, 1947. The first call was to a Tacoma Times reporter 
approximately 11:30 4. M., July 31, in which the caller stated that there was 
. a meeting taking place at that time in room 502 of the Winthrop Eotel concerning 
the disc fragments found on Maury Island. The second call was received between 
11:00 A. Hf. and 12:00 noon, August 1, 1947 by the Tacoma Times reporter in 
which the caller advised that at that moment a big meeting was taking place 
in ARNOLD's.room number 502, ‘iinthrop Hotel; that the B-25 which crashed was 
carrying disc fragments and that McChord Field officials had stated it was 
shot down or sabotaged. The third call was received Friday, August 1, 1947 
at 5:30 P. NM. by the United Press Wireman, Tacoma, in which the caller stated 
that the B-25 which crashed at Kelso, Washington was carrying flying dise 
fragments and that the dead officers were Captain DAVIDSON and Lieutenant 
BRCIN, A-2 Intelligence Officers at Hamilton Field, California, This call 
was prior to the release of the dead officers! nanes by Army authorities and 
the caller indicated that when the names were released, it would verify the 
information he was furnishing was correct. The fourth phone call was received 
at approximately 6:45 P. M., Friday, August 1 by the United Press Wireman in 
which call the caller stated the B-25 was definiteyshot down and that if he 
contacted Army Intelligence officers, they would not deny it, The fifth phone 
call was received by the United Press Wireman, Tacoma, at 5:30 P, M. August 2, 
1947 at which time the caller stated the B-25 was shot down from the air with 
a 20 mam. cannon; that t: se plane found recently on Mt. Rainier had also hh 
{ 


been shot down and that would be taken to Wright Field Tuesday 
morning. When the Anny au’ LiGe Feleaséd'the names of the dead Intelligence 
officers which verified the 4nformation as given by the anonymous caller, the 
Tacoma Times printed this story on August 2, 1947 and carried several articles 
thereafter inferring that the B-25 had been shot down or sabotaged because of 
the fact that it was carrying disc fragments, DAHL and CRISUAN have admitted 
that the material which they sent to RAY PALMER had no connection with any 
flying discs and have given a signed statement to that effect which are being 


m0 


—_e 


ET. 


he following investigation Was conducted by Special Agent bh 
+ Tacoma, Washington on August 6, 7, 19472 


Associated Press ‘“ireman, Tacoma, washington, bh 
of June, 


advised thet in the ear. 
Drot Tatelli 


On the boat of HAROLD 
DAHL amage and ki his dog. stated that he went 
to the home of EAROLD BAHL on 3903 North Gove, 2 "@shington to check with 


and that shortly his wife Came into the kitchen and was ina considerable rage, 
telling DARL to admit that the entire story was a plain fantasy which he had 
dreamed Up. He stated that after his wife told DAHL to admit the entire story 
was false, that DAHL then that there was nothing whatever to the story 
and it was an entire hoax, stated that in view f the enraged condition 
of DAHLts wife, he se. al gentle Post Intelligencer 
ot print it in any way, 
He further stated that he advised the Seattie Post Intelligencer that DAHL wag 
& mental case an which he had reported should be carried as far 
as a news story, ated that since that time he had received repeated 
requests from the S€ Statesman requesting information &s to th disc 
stories reportedly originating with FRED CRISMAN and HAROLD DAHL, ated 
that he had never, in his experience, had such pressure brought upo! to 
release a news story and that he repeatedly advised the Boise Statesman that 
the story of seeing the flying discs by DAHL and CRISMAN Was a complete fabri- 


August 19, 1947 


cation and should be in no way, carried as a news story and refused to furnish 
any information regarding these reports, He further stated ‘that he advised 
the Boise Stateaman shortly before, or at the time KENNETH ARNOLD left Boise 


jt e-ebe come to. Tepoma’ to ie 98; Ripe Cherie ete Dart : 


a The following information was obtained from P f 
4513 South 7th, Tacoma, Washington, Proctor 8416, a rpporter for the: Tacoma 
Times: ; . ; eee 


aay 


It was the Tacoma Times paper which first issued a: story 
on August 2 end subsequent stories intimating that the B-25 which crashed at 
Kelso, Weshington on the early morning of August 1, had been sabotaged or shot 
down because of the fact that it carried flying dise fragments, LAwTZ stated 
that on Thursday, July 31, at approximately 11:30 A, ¥. he received an anonymous 
phone c211 in which the caller stated that ENVETE ARNOLD and Amy Intelligence 
officers were meeting in room 502 of the “inthrop Hotel to check on the flying 
dise story from which fragments were obtained on Maury Island, LANTZ stated he hh Cc 


turned around to speak to his editor and when he picked yn one again the 
line was dead, He stated that the celler asked ici a repo 

t coma Times who was out at the time of the ¢ He Stated that 
ie: AENOLD at room 502 in the \inthrop Hotel and was advised 


t he could furnish no information as he was there on a Government . 


mission. LANTZ stated that on Frigay. 3 between 11:00 A. M. and noon, 
he received another phone call fo which the anonymous caller 
stated that he might have sone informatio « LANTZ asked the caller if 


he ves not the same party that had called the previous date and he said yes. 

The caller then related that at that moment there was a big meeting in progress‘ 
in ARNOLD's room, 502, in the Winthrop Hotel that the B~25 which crashed that 
morning in Kelso was carrying flying disc fragments from California and that 
McChord Field officials had stated the plane was sabotaged or shot down, The 
caller then hung up after making some statement to the effect that he was a 
switchboard operator, LANTZ stated that he went to the Yinthrop Hotel on Friday 
about noon and found that there was no male Operator on dut He 5 

OLD answered the door and tha 
was on the phone, LANTZ stated 
le effect that the information must be very strict 
He stated that there were one or fwo obhers in the room beside. 
but that he could not identify them. He stated that ARNOLD to “Re 
mae no statenisnt and that he had attempted to check the story with: various people 
on Maury Island with negative results. He stated that about 3:30 P. Mey Friday, 
he wrote a story regarding the mysterious informant and called ARNOLD at his 
hotel room, stating that he had writ that ARNOLD had better 
check it. He stated that he talked to the United Press Wireman, 
Tacoma, who advised that the story 50! antastic. t about 
5:30 Pe Ms, Friday, August 1, an anofymous caller calle: the 


a ae 


Or 
i 


August 19, 1947 


United Press. Wireman, stating that Captain DAVIDSON ana Lieutenant BROW 
were the Intelligence officers that were killed in the crash of the B~25 and 
that civilians and the sheriff had been kept away from the wreckage with the 
’ Amy guarding it. He stated the anonymous 
ei sxad not been 292s y ths : 
“BAO Gere? 


him by that name, and at this time 
Tribune or the Associated Press and 
In this call the anonymous caller g 
you." He then asked if the story h 
said yes, the caller stated, We want this to get b 
caller further stated that the B-25 was shot down by @ 20 mm. Cannon and that 
the marine plane which Was recently found wrecked on the side of ‘It, Rainier, 
having be issine for several months, had also been shot down, |The caller 
stated ‘ora ke should get in touch xi hea flyer name nd 
United Ai » he stated, was with 
over Nontana. The caller then stated, 
Sen Francisco," LANCE stated that he had chec 
United Airlines vho denied knowing any pilot by th, 
ever having flown over Montana. LANTZ stated the ad another 
€ sent to “right 
Field on Tuesday and that Saturday one of the m © found fragments of the 


He stated that the Boise Statesman then contacted him, at which time 
he admitt the disc fragments, but that he did take of 
ormed LANTZ that he had been wit 
ns Officer fran MoChord Field, all afte about 
nformed LANTZ that he had told the Army authorities every— 


ay afternoon. On Monday PAUL LANTZ stated that he called 


the room Thursd, 
advised that if this were not used in the paper, he and FRED 


HAROLD DAHL who 
~5 


x oe 


CRISUAN would see him after lunch. LANTZ stated that about noon DAHL and 
CRISMAN contacted him at which time DAHL stated that he and his son had been 


‘sland at which time additional 
snples were obtained and that. CRISUAN sent. these to a friend’ ofits at the 
: cago to have analyzed. They stated that they received a 

report and that apparently this friend hed asked a newpaperman to find out 
where the rock formations were obtained. ~ CRISMAN and DAHL told LANTZ that 
sometime after the first flying disc story had appeared, they received a tele- 
gram from Trans-Ocean Press from Chicago wanting infoemation on the. flying 
disc fragments, FRED CRISMAN stated that they had at ¥ 

rock formations were a part of a flying disc and that! 
KENNETH ARNOLD, ot interested in the rock format. 
giving then offi: ARNOLD. 


a United Press Wireman, Tacoma, Washington 
furnished substanti' y the sane infomation that was obtained from PAUL LANTZ, 


the Tacoma Times reporter, regarding the anonymous phone calls which he had 
received. He stated further that the first call he received was on Friday, 
August 1, at around 5:30 P. v, At this time the caller stated that the B-25 
which crashed at felso, washington wes carrying disc fragments and that the 
two officers killed were Captain DAVIDSCE and Lieutenant BRO iM, officers with 


correct, 
6:45 P. EY 


definitely shot down and that4 moatacted Amy Intelligence A-2, the man. 
i a ot deny it, stated an said to con- 
but it wes fo out it was who was in charge 


of Amy Inte nce A~2, The caller further sta et at the Sheriff's Office 


ble 


had been ke om the crash and thet no civilians had been allowed near 
the plane, stated the third call he received at 5:30 PF. Me, August 2, 
and that th e caller stated thet one of the men who had been conferring 
with Capt nd KENNETH ARNOLD was taken to Alaska that day. The caller 


the B-25 was shot down from the air with a 20 mm, cannon; 
e found recently on Mt. Rainier had also been shot down; 
that 


ould be taken to ‘ield Tue d that a 
Unite riines pilot by the name of; lew wit, en they 
Were shot at over Montana, The galler stated he was Te an Francisco 


further stat 
that 


and would be back Tuesday, k 
PAUL LANTZ  -: stated that they had made h C 
ano: 


very little effort to question the nymous caller to obtain his identity as 
they felt it was useless and that if they started Questioning him he would 
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refuse to furnish any further information, bf ¢ 
On August 5, 1947 Special Agen as 

contacted in the resident agency office, Tacoma, Washington by PRED CRISMAN, 

At this ting. asked if the Seattle Office was investigation ‘the crash 


of the B-25 and he was informed that no investigation was being conducted by 
the Seattle Office. CRISMAN at this time related in a rambling story that he 
had picked up some strange rock formations which he had forwarded to a friend 
of his in the University of Chicago to have analyzed and that later, in some 
manner unknom to him, these rock formations had been reported as being frag— 
ments of a flying disc, : 


On August 7, 1947 PRED CRISMAN and EAROID DsHL were inter- 
viewed at the Tacoma resident agency office, Both DAHL and SRISJAN at first 
denied any knowledge of how the roc! formations hich they had Picked up to 
have alalyzed became connected with the flying disc stories, Both denied 
maxing any statement to anyone that these rock formations were portions of 2 
disc fragment, It vas apparent from the start of the interview that DAHL and 
CRISMAN were not telling their complete end true connection with the flying 
disc story, They refused to five any definite information as to what they said 
or had done which caused them to become involved in a flying disc story, but 
gave evasive answers and repeatedly stated that they had nothing to do with it 
and were at a loss to understand hot: they became connected with the flying disc 
story. ifter Considepable questioning, they stated that in the early part of 
Jung-they sent to Rial .PALIER of th Ziff—Davis Publishing Company which published 
the Fantasy magazine in Chicago and the Venburé magazine in Svanston, Illinois, 
sone rock formations which they had found on aury Island. They stated they 
sent these formations, asking PALER to have them analyzed. They stated that F 
jater PALMER wrote and asked for more samples, advising he had failed to analyze 
the samples. CPISAN and DAHL stated they have never sent any additional samples 
and that the next they heard regarding the rock formations which they had sent 
PALER was when he called PAROID DAHL and asked if the rock formations could 
have come from a flying disc. DAHL stated he made some remark th:t they possibly 
could have come from a flying dise and that he immediately sat down and vrote 
& letter to PAIMER, which was in the latter part of June in which he stated 
the material could have been portions of a flying disc. DAHL claimed that he 
thought he told PAIMER over the Phone something about being in his boat when 
he obtained these rock formations, but stated he could not recall what he had 


"that's what he wanted them to say". No definite information could be obtained 
from either DAHL or CRISHAN as to what each specifically had done to start the 


The signed statement yoich was obtained from CPIS‘AN and 
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DAHL and in which they admitted the rock formations had no connection with 
any flying discs is being forwarded to the Bureau herewith, The statement 
contains no information of value and therefore is not being set forth herein, 


Regarding the meeting which was held in the Winthrop Hote1 


on Thursday, July 3 i and DAHL stated that they both m AINETH ARNOLD 
there “abont “Sahe pe ey stated that they all Fert anNoiD Soe adout 


fe 


3:00 P, Mand that CRISMAN took ARNOLD to Berry's 


ARNOLD flew-tiis plane to Seattle where ed up CRIS— 


MAN stated that he picked up ARNOLD and t Barry’s Airp 5300 

« i and that came te ARNOLD’s room about 7:00  CRISHAN 
stated that he and left about &¢30-P, M. when he drov to-Seattle 
to get his car and AHL went home at this time. CRI stated they 


returned about 11:30 P. M. at which time the Amy Intelligence officers were 
in ARNOLD's room and that CRISMAN left about midnight. He stated that he 
returned to APNOLDts room Friday afternoon for e tely one-half hour 
from 2:30 to 3:00 P, Hy, at which time ARNOLD a still there and 
neither seemed to be able to recall if DAHL was in ARNOLD's room on Friday, 
august 1, The best that could be obtained from CRISUA and DARL as to what 
took place in ARNOLD's room was to the effect that most of the talk vas about 
flvinc, that no one seemed very interested in the rock formations and that 


they had no connection as far as they knew with any flying disc. CRISi¢AN 


HARCLD DSHL operates the Commercial Lumber Company at 235 
Millwater Avenue, Tacoma, Washington and FRED CRIScAN has recently been __- 
working with him buying timber. They have also been associated with the (Harbor 
Fat, Association at Tacoma, Wash en. which furnishes patrol end police pro- 
tection to parts of the harbor area which are not patrolled by Tacoma police 
or Sheriff's officers, FRED CRISUAN resides at 125 Woodland, Tacoma, “Washington, 
amy serial number 0-758-951, During the war he was a pilot and it is believed 
presently holds a Reserve Officer's comuission as a Captain, 


Regarding the B-25 whic Davipson [4 
and Lieutenant BROWN of the 4th Aire Forces : A~2 fe. 
Officer, Mc Chord Field, advised that this inve. ation o. é crash reflected t 


an exhaust stack had burned out on the left engine which in turn caught the 

left wing afire and that when the left wing broke off, it also broke off the 
tail. The plane at the time of the Crash was carrying Captain DAVIDSON, 
Lieutenant BROWN, the hitch-hiker and a™man as Crew Chief to take care of the 
airplane. The Crew Chief and the hitch-hiker parachuted to safety, but Captain 
DAVIDSON and Lieutenant BROAN were Killed. He stated that their investigation 
reflected no indication of any sabotage whitever, og 


A check of the records of the Winthrop Hotel at Tacoma, 


Washington revealed that KENNETH ARNOLD, giving his address as Route #1, Mount— 
view Drive, Boise, Idaho rented room 502 from July 30 at 7343 P.M. until | 


a Ae 


August 3, calls made from room 502 during this period h ic 
was made by This record reveals that KENNETH ARNOLD on 
July 31 ca collect. On the same 


wow, . date called $800 Hanilten Field, California, collect, 
=" ARNOID algo Jply 31. On 


The following 
in interview 
ehuret Drive, 

as previously 
ying discs or similar ob jec 
lines flight out of Boise, 
concerning this incident, 
Idaho at 8:12 P.M. an 
at 2,000 feet, co-pilo 


ad of them about which neither one could identify, 
tates that he celled a CAA radio operator at Ontario, Crezon and reques- 
ed him 


time he 
tte ley-over there, 


AVIDSON 
reporter 
on Thur’ 


> 

July 31, last when he rete telephone call fro ARNOLD calling from Tacoma 
in the early afternoon at which time he asked to come over to Tacoma and 
Join him as he wes investigating e flyi for "someone back East" 
and some fragments we lved whic! might be interested in seeing, 
some discussion LD in Tacoma and ARNOLD 

he would fly over pick him up at Boe: |_| 
; OLD at Boeing Field at about 4200 P.M. and they flew to Berry's Airpo 
“at Tacoma, Washington where they were net by FRED CRISMAN. The three of then 


was in comp, 


* 


& proceeded in CRISMAN's car to the Winthrop Hotel where ARNOLD was occup: 

ro FEN Ordered sane to eat and during this time either ARNOLD 
e SUMAN called a HAROID DAHL and invited him up to the room. By this time 

i tates he had learned fran ARNOLD that, © and DAHL were the parti~ 
ae 8 in the latest flying disc story and ates that he had no previous 


them in Tacoma on this date 
a letter vhich he had received frou 
acago requesting that ARNOLD investigat 


While in the Hotel Room ARNOID showe: 
RAYMOND FALMER of the Venture Press © 
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ow 


the CRISUAN-DAHL story in Tacoma, ARNOLD ‘ntomea I this tine that b te 
efter receiving this letter he had called PALJER by te epnone in Chicago 
as @ result of which call PALMER had forwarded him £200.00 expense money 


ortunate incidents had 
the ‘petgeatece ant te believed the entire 


Montana. After some further discussion ‘inally agreed to tell his story 
flying disc incident in front or lia: eliciting a promise from 

e.:! he would not discuss the matter for at least two weeks. It should 

€ noted that DAHL had previously told his story to APNOLD and CRISMAN, At 

this point DAHL related the incident which has already been described and which 

he alleged had taken place on or about June 23 or 2h. “hile relating the 

incident DAHL mentioned that he had teken pictures of the flying dise vhich 

he had seen but that the printed films were marred with white spots. \hen 

DAHL had coneluded his story, CRISNAN related that he had gone the following 

day to Maury Island to verify what DAHL had told him concerning the fragments 

and had at this time picked up several fragments and taken them with him. At 

this time CRISMAN related that he also saw one of the flying discs hovering 

over the Island but that it had disappeared into a cloud. ‘when D&HL and CRISLIAN 

had finished telling their story ARNOLD told the group that he had earlier in 

that evening called Captain DAVIDSON and Lieutenant BROW » Army Intelligence 

officers and that they were on their way to the Hotel room. At this point DAHL b Cc 

protested that 


id not wish to tell his story before anyone else and he : 
was advised see if such was the case dn't he just leave and not 
be there when y arrived. CRISMAN, DAHL =i ft the room and 
went downstairs, eparted alone. CRISL ro i... to Boeing Field 
hear Seattle wher desired to pick up his own persona ear, which he did, 
They then returned Hotel where they found Captain DAVIDSON and Lieutenant 
BRON in room 502 with KENNETH ARNOLD. ARNOLD met them at the door and seemed 
excited, explaining t hat Captain DAVIDSON had just draw a reproduction 
of a freak dise which posedly been seen by a woman in Arizona and that 
this drawing was an exact reproduction of the a which he, ARNOLD, had 


Been several weeks before, nearing Mt. Rainier tates that shortly after 
this CRISMAN seemed very anxious toy : 5 story to the Amy offi- 
cers, Before this was done, however, @ discussion with Lieutenant 
BROWN, informing him that they had p 8 not to release the story for 
two weeks and that if CRISMAN were allowed to tell the story at this time, BROW 
and DAVIDSON must agree not to release the story for one month. Following this 
agreement, CRISMAN related DAHL's and tis story of the flying discs over Maury 
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Island to 3RC7N and DAVIDSON ollawing this recitation, Lieutenant BRON, 
in answer to a query zon ll said that he and Captain DAVIDSON were of ble 
the opinion that there m some truth in the current flying disc stories, 
but thet their immediate superiors (presumably A-2 at Hamilton Field) did not 
g@eree with them, BROWN and DAVIDSON then held a brief @iscussion as to whether 
“Witey -sliould heturn that eas nisi to Haniiton Hela and they decidea’that. - 
they would, All five of the men then went downto the lobby where BROWN 


' detached himself f: roup and entered a phone booth to call for a car 
from McChord Field, iso left the group and met BROWN outside the phone 
booth where they he rt discussion, e to the credibility of GRIS- 
MAN and DAHL's story. BROWN indicated : he should attemt to find 
out if the story was on the level and tha would call him the following 


day regarding this matter, The group then proceeded to the front of the Hotel 
at which time CRISMAN brought his car to the front of the Hotel and took from 
his trunk a box of the alleged flying disc fragnents picked up on Laury Island, 
He offered them to BROS! and DAVIDSON and when the Army car arrived from ticChord 
Field the box of fragments wa in the car with the officers. CRISMAN 
departed alone and ARNOLD an vent in search of something to eat end later 
returned to the Hotel for the mighte 


On Friday morning, August 1, 1947, APHNCID received a call 
from CRIS‘AN informing him that a 3-25 had crashed during the night and it was C 
believed to be the same plane which BROW and DAVIDSON were flying, Following 
this call CRISAN and DAHL came to the Hotel room and from the roan CPISUAN 

Geibecelled UcChord Field in an attempt to get 3 ut the crash, 
oe... the phone from CRISVAN and spoke to a identifying 
self and asking if the B-25 which crash € only one which had taken 

off from McChord Field the previous night. old him that it was. Follow- 

ing this call ARNOLD called RAYMOND PALER In cago and informed him of the 

previous night's conversations and the fact that DAVIDSCI and BRON were believed 

to have been killed. PALER told ARNOLD to discontinue his ale of 


the incident and that he, PALMER, was no longer interested, hen took 
the phone f; aeNOLD and asked PAIMER if he could shed any n the 
situation, e::: unable to say what PAIMER's reply to C 

lowing these phone eects! onlin: that he called 

he idente ‘as a personal friend and an aviation edito 
Times, states that he had prefiously made an agreement with 
Chicago should he ever run across: any sc stories whic: 
promise of news value, that he would co id this call was a result 
of that agreement. Shortly afterward, called McChord 
Field stating that Hamilton Field had ARNOLD, CRISUAN 

and DAHL submit. their addresses to Hamilton Field for conv f any Army 
investigation of the incident which may be forthcoming. After thie “== 


four men went to a restaurant for lunch, During the course of this m 
excused himself from the table and attempted to call SAC BOBBITT of the Po: 
land Field Office, Federal Bureau of Invest: with whom he claims acquain- 
tance. BOBBITT, however, was unavadilable anol unable to complete the 
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call, After returning to the Hotel room, a Tacoma Times reporter calleg Se 
emt, to gain information, but they did not Eive him &ny. Later, a Lr. 
oke to him on the telephone 
further relates that while 


that guests should not expect room and telephone service much longer, Shortly 
after this inci and CRISMAN left the Hotel room after Promising to 
tak Maury Island the following ARKO) 


for dinner and on their return, ound a note in 
© call a certain telephone number.” He did this fran 


gote]l room and Was answered by LANTZ, T eporter who requested 
&0 out ané call him from a pay station, ; 


ommed by Lente that two énonymous telephone ce been received by 

him that a discussion regarding flying discs had been taking place in Toom 502 
at the wintkrop Hotel which involved: ntelligence officers, From the 
information Which LANT? had received v@S convinced that the 
caller must h=ve been present at the a¥stussion also, as, Pants vas 
in possession of pertinent remarks which had been made in the room 
states that he aid not give LANTS any further informetion and thet - 
sion of the céll, he returned to the Hotel room and he énd ARNOLD retired for 


the night, V4 
morning, august 2, 1917 EB receives a sie) C 

phone calz fron i Chicago, but- was unabd € lO cive him any \ 

further informe ery vised him, however, that he would cal] him back 

at 2. at afternoon, DAHL then called from a coffee shop nearby and APMCIp- 

ee DAHL, CRISUAN and an unknown man in the Coffee Shop for 

brea + The unknown nerson was discussing some lun giness with DAEL 

and left after breakfast. On leaving the coffee shop esked DAHL about 

the negatives of the Photographs which he claimed to tees en of the flying 

dises, DHT said the negatives Were in the glove compartment of his car, but 

2 search of the instant Elove compartment wag fruitless, The four then pro- 

ceeded in CPIsuaNts car to the dock where they were to embark for Maury Island, 


ury Island. CRISUAN po. to the windshield 
and lights on the boat, bu that these repairs 
wer; a8 @ result of 5 } SAAN and DAHT, then drove ARNOID 
and| back to the Ho and CRISMAN told them 


he wi call th g0 to Maury Islend. On return- 
ing to the Hotel, . imes as a result of which 
call he and ARN a 68 the street from the 
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Winthrop Hotel, stated that the purpose of this meeting wes to try to hie 
find out something more about the anonymous phone calls which Lantz had told 
him about. He and ARNOLD still refused to give out any further information 

regarding the Thursday evening conference to LANTZ and were informed by LANTZ 
that the Tacoma Times was af scooped on the story and was going 


_ £0 print something on that day nd ARNOLD then returned to the Hotel 
-Fogggnd - sho: porn ‘ , 
“Sut off by the’ = 
and ARNOLD then returned to the Hotel Jol rom 
DAHL asking them to ca at either Broadway or Proctor 7733 8 


sure of the exchange. 
states that he went t 


a collect telegram 
brief e of the i 8 which had occurred and which requested ° 


a telephone number where | pee be reached after 6:00 P, My 
5 thet he has never receil answer to thet wire. Following 
lobby e 


tates that he and ARNOID that he and ARNOLD were sitting in the 
Olympic Hotel when LANTZ entered and gave them each a copy of the 
latest edition of the Tacoma Times which contained a story hinting at sabotace 
ah: of the Army B-25 which killed Captain DAYIDSO" end Lieutenant BRe2, 
0 


tated that he and APNOLD continued to occupy seats in the Hotel lobby 

ost of the afternoon inasmuch as they were unable to receive calls in the Yotel 
room due to the Hotel employees! strike, He relates that he received 2 call I 
in the late afternoon from LANTZ advising him to call LANTZ that evening = b c 
&:30 as LANTZ had further information regarding the anonymous calls, 
received 2 teles requesting that he call Boise 6000 which he_ai 
that it iia: the Boise Statesman. He refused to give 
further i Lon a ime. However, shortly thereafter, 


‘ advise that the Army had released a story 
ee e@ confidential assigi which BAC. 
ad been engaged on. In view of this reece, lll ses 
one question for wich was, ‘Were they carry1 ny alleged 
on the plane?" an i 


ade ds 
to answer ’ 


been shot dovn. with 20 mm. shells and that the Nerine plane found on Mt. 
also been shot down with 20 mem. shells, ‘The voice wept on + state 
that ould be called back to Wright Field on Tuesday. | 
ask e@ was giving out this information the caller replied t Ss 
not for the benefit of the newspapers, but that he was interested in s 
that the information got back to New Jersey. The voice also intome il 
s time that one of the two persons who had been talking to ARNO. 
d now left for Alaska. As a result of this latter bit of information 
edided to find out if CRISMAN or DAHL had left to located DAHL 
at the Sunset Theatre and DAHL came to the Hotel and me id ARNOLD. 
They were unable to locate CRISMAN by phone and DAHL lefts that he would 


try to find out where CRISMAN was and that he would call them tomorrow (Sunday) 
and that they would go out to Maury Island at that time. After DAHL left, 


‘ 
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and ARNOLD 
and took then to 
latest pre 


€ Tacoma Times Office where a reporter met then bh 
in the United Press Offiop pere they read the C 
ad k eva: 


is 


Following this discussion i at 
states they still refused to divulge any further information and i} t 


On Sunday morning, August 3, 1947, DAHL appeared at the bf 
Hotel room and told then that he had received a letter from CRISMAN which said iss 
in effect, "Take care of my business. Iti be out of town fo pe or four 
days." DAHL had a letter with him but he did not show it to on. ARNOLD. 
The three men then drove to DAHL's secretary's house in South Tacoma and 


picked her u he South Tacana 


ip and the four of them then went to breakfast 
highway. ops of them then went to breakfas excused himself 
and call at McChord Field and arranged ppointment to meet 


hin et the note Obby al 11:00 AL», They then took DAHL! secretary to her 
home where DAHL picked up a typewriter and then drove d ARKOLD back 

p © Maury Island that 
day and ke replied that he was not, He further stated that he was sick of the 
entire business and thet if he was ever contacted by the Amy or the authorities 


he was going to deny ever having seen anything and claim ie... bigge 


ning to the Hotel, met ifajor 
car to a coffee shop in South Tacon 
the entire story of the incidents which 

aed aiL story since Thursday 


lobby and they went in 
proceeded to tell Me jor 

9 occurred in Tacoma 
afternoon, Following this, back to 
duced him to ARNOLD and su to Ak av he elso 
entire story of vhat had occurred, ARNCID did so, 
at the fragments which were still in 


ce to these fragments. The three men then drove to the Snelter 
was noted to be definitely sinilar to the fragments which CRISMAN 


eft in the Hotel room, They then ret, to the Hotel roan and 
After packing their bags, took ARNOLD to Berry's 
where his plane was parked and then SLITH drove elf back to Seattle, 


About an hour. after his ‘arrival in Seat 8 Y 
Spproximately 7:30 P. M., LANTZ of the Tacoms Times appeared home b (v4 
with the newspaper containing the Associated Press story which nated 
s, Idaho in the Boise Stateanan and which Was written b: following 
eee to him that fragments ha arried by Li BROWN and 
iP DAVIDSON on the fatal Be25 sen. lig this time continued to 
refuse to give any statements for-the Press a Old LANTZ that he had placed | 
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“WL of his informstion:in. the the Amy. stated that a couple - 4 
of days later he called Majo t McChord Fie! 


asked him if there 

recent information co the incident. states that Major 
informed him that CRISMAN had not yet been con dy 

eral Bureau of Investigation was "setting a trap for him", 
advises that on Friday, August 8, 1947, he appeared before Lawye 
at the County-City Building, Seattle and made a deposition of the Tacts re 
to the incidents in Tacoma from Thursday afternoon, July 31, last until Sunday 


morning, August 3, last. 


A copy of this deposition is now in possession of the writer 
and is being forwarded herewith to the Bureau. It should be noted that this 
deposition is in no way as complete as the statement taken by the writer above 
and any setting out of this deposition in this communication would be superfluous, 


Copies of this communication are being sent"to the Sutte, 
Portland, San Francisco and Chicago Offices for their information only. Unless 
advised by the Sureau to the contrary, instant investigation is considered closed 


by this office. j Ie 


For the information of the sree, 
Intelligence Cfficer, HeChord Field, Ft. Lewis, isashington advised at the weekly 


O.M.1.-S.1.D.-F.2.I. Intelligence conference that the Fublic Relations Officer 
at xicChord Field had received a telephone call from an individual at Army Air 
Forces Headquarters at Washington, D. C., during which call the Public Kelations 


Officer was requested to obtain a signed statement fri i BESraN which 
could be published and thus publicly close the cater MN: 
related that he had no additional information in this matter and that he did 
not handle it. 


Very truly yours, 


ab be B. WILC 


Spedial Agent “in Charge 
ble 


U 


cc - Butte 

; Portland - 
San Francisco 
Chicago 


ble 
Affidavit of ia y} 


Re: FLYING DISCS SIGHTED BY FRED CRISMAN and HAROLD A. 
Tacoma, Washington 
M- xX 


Dene 


ot) 


DAHL, 


ai, 


° — — 


STATE OF WASHINGTON ) 
F as : 
COUNTY OF KiNG j he 


being first duly sworn, on oath, deposes 
and saya: ; 


This is a narrative statement as to what took place in 
Tacoma from Thursday, July 31 anti) Sanday, Angust 3. 


a Fecelved & telephone call from Tacoma from a 
Kenneth Arnold. gist of this conversation was that he thought 
it would be a good idea for m to coms to Tacome and listen to the 
‘story of two men whose names were Fred Crismon and Harold Dahl. 
This j ‘Apnolé Tihad met Sgo times previous —- @ on July § 
at the offices of the P.I. in Seattle for a vary brief ‘time and the 
Aon time in Boise, Idaho when I was passing through on one of 
my trips, 


In this conversation with Arnold on the phone, I made the 
statement that it would be impossible for me to gO over to Tacom 
due to my going out to Salt Lake City the next morning. He said 
that he would fly over from Tacoma and pick me up at Boeing Field. 
I agreed to this proposition from Arnold. At 4c*clook I met 
Arnold at the Boe. Field ani we flew back and landed at Barry's 
Airport. Wo were picked up at the airport by Fred Criamon, who 
Grove the two of us into the Winthrop Hotel. We went up to Room 
502 ~~ Crismon, Arnold and myself, 


Fred Crimeon put a telephone oall into Harold Dahl and 
asked him would he come up to the room. A half hour later Harold 
Dahl made his appearance. At this time there were four men in the 
room -~ Criamon, Dahl, Arnold, and myself. Mr. Arnold asked Mr. 
Dehl to relate his story as to what took place on June 24. Mr. 
Dahl was very hesitant about telling the story to me. Arnold and 
Mr. Crismon were already aware of the statements that Dah] had made 
previous. Mr. Dahl made the statement to me that if any statenents 
he would make ralative to his as «ifiw keep it confidential 
for two weeks, that he felt def: that I d want to forget 

2 the whole thing. I made the statement to Mr. Dahl that as far as I 
was concerned, I would keep any statenents he made to me confidential 
for at least two weeks, 


Here is Dahl's story: On June 24 (thie date to be checked 
later) he was in a boat owned by Fred Cri owns the Harbor ufc 
Patrol in Tacoma. They -~ Mr. Dahl, a Mr ané Mr. Dahl‘s 
son age 16, were crnis around for logs that 
had broken away from booms. They were fairly olose to shore of 
Ma: Island when they saw four or five objects in the eat an 
altitude of appr-xsimately 1500 feet. He said these objects were 


Girele er the hole, that portholes were visible. Their speed was 
Heglizible az they appeared to hover over a given spot. One of 
these objects appeared to be in trouble. Another o ject cane 
over and app to make contact. After making this contact for 
approximately two minutes, {t rose to its original position. 


At Ghis time the object that appeared to be in trouble 
seemed to throw a lot of debris from one of the portholes, These 
objects then disappeared fron view, Some of this debris that 
dans Ife 


This story was told to Mr. Crismon, who the next @ay 
went out to this Island to cheok on this story. He verified the 
fact of the damage to the boat, also to the fact that there appeared 
to be quite a few pieces of ei ther Pook or metal on the shore. Mr. 
Crismon also stated that while he was over there investigating on 
Maury Island, he also sawa diske This disk was of the same ahape 
and contour as the objects explained by Mr. Dahl. ‘ 


At this point Mr. Arnold clarified for me as to the reasons 
he was investigating this story, Mr. Arnold stated that he received 
a letter from a Mr. Raymond Paluer, supposedly editor of the Venture 
Press, Evanston, Illinois, The gist of this letter was that Mr. 
Palmer received a letter from Mr. Dahl and Mr. Crismon, also a 
Peokege of these fragments that were found on Maury Ieland. ure 
Palmer also meade the statement in the letter that the Chicago 
University failed to analyze these fragments and that would Mr. Arnold 
Please ate the story. Mr. Arnold was sent a Western Union 
check for $200.00 to take care of eny expense that he might incur 
while making this investigation. ; 


Mr. Aynold bad made a telephones eall to Hamilton Field to 
eontact a Captain Devidson and a Lieutenant Brewn, who were with 
4-2 Intelligence at Hamilton Field, asking them would they make a 
trip to Tacoma to also listen to story of Dahl and Crienon. 
When Kr. Arnold acquainted me with the fact thet he had made this 
Phone call in front of Mr. Dabl, Mr. Dahl mde the statement that 
be would not tell this story to anybody in Army Intelligence. Tf 
made the statement to Mr. Dahl that if he felt this way, that 4e 
should not be in the room rhan these two Intelligence officers - 
arrived. Mr. Dahl thought this was an excellent {dea. 


ey 

a 

es 
( 


was 
to 
I mde the statenent to kr. Crisuon that 1 
Beaing Fiala slaty “Meter doaring Ws at Sages Tine'"ES Be 
eattle. me a ° 
back to Tacoma and X drove own car back to Tacoma. er I had 


After Mr. Crismon bad told all the facts, relating not 
only his own story but that of Mr. Dehl, he asked for the opinion 
of both officers as to what they thought, Lieut. Brown made the 
statement that he would like to obtain some of these fragments to 
take back to Hamilton Field,. 


4t this time Capt. Davidson and Lieut. Brown were debating 
the thought as to whether ¢o stay over night in Tacoma or leave for 
Hamilton Fieid immediately, as the Be25 they were flying was 
Supposed to be at Hamilton Field the next day for the Air Show, 


The five of us then left the hotel room and went down to 
She hotel lobby where Mr. Brown made @ telephone call to MoChord 


Eragaosts on Reaey Talnnge isa toe ee if After T had seen the 
Fragments on Maury Island, . though my own mind 8 

was authentic, they would iumediately leave Baxi iton Field and 
-feturn., I was to hold this statement by Licout. Brown in the 

ant Aeaatah Confidence from the other Group of three (Dahl, Orismo. Dy 


to this mission. Capt. Davidson and Lieut. Brown ed at 
app. mately 12:45 4.Me Mr. Arno)i and I Went back to our hotel 
room after having a midnight snack, : 


o ay 


fact that the two men ia the shi were Capt... 
Brown, plus a flight engineer and a hiteh-hiker, This left both 
Mr. Arnold and myself in a very bad state of concern, Approximate-- 
an hour later Mr. Crismon and Mr. Dabl made their appearance in 
hotel room. I still wasn't sure that this was the sane B-25 be 
| 


that the two Intelligence officers had left in last 
then again called McChord Field ani talked to a 
the fact was verified again that the two pil 
mand Brown. : 


After an hour or so Mr. Crismon and Mr. Dahl left the 
hotel room with a plan in mind of the four of us meeting the next 
morning (Saturday) for breakfast ani going out to Maury Island, 


Mr. Lantz also made the statement that there was a leak 
either from the awitchboard o tor oF our room had been tapped. 
I asked Mr. Lentz why he was tipping us off with this information. 
He made the statement that he *$ mind doing thie if in return 


Saturday morning: Mr. Arnold and I met Mr. Dah) and 
Fred Crismon for breakfast. We then drove out to the boat to go 
to the island. The boat was unserviceable at the time so we went 
back to the hotel. Mr. Crimson said that he would call later on 
in the day and let us know when the boat would be repaired. That 
was the last time I saw Mr. Crismon. 


Approximately 11 o'clock Saturday morning Mr. Crismon 
pecans me and made the statement {t would be impossible for him to 
eep this appointment with me. We were cut off by the switehboard 
operator as this was classified as not an siergency call. The © 
Peason we were out off was due to a strike in all the Tacoma hotels. 
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Mr. Lantz valled uy: 
tional information for LY 
me that 


e Arnold and 
Alaska. Also he mde the state- 
ment would be called to Wri, day. Thi 

ano tement to t this Be25 
was shot down. asked this } what his 
caller made e stetement - “Don't think 
I am doing it for the newspapers. All I an interested in‘is seeing 
that this information gets back to New Jersey." 


After I finished the convarsat 
over to the United Press and talked wi and had him 
read back to me the conversations that hi with this 


anonymous geen Bat ao opinions at this time were voiced either 


by me or 

Banday morning I called a £ 8-2 McChord 
t me at the Pp Hotel at 11 ofclock. 
Z met this at 12 ofclock and we drove to a amall coffee 
shop on the where this complete story ws related to 
e We then drove back to the Wiathrop Hotel where Major 
8 introduced to Mr. Arnold by me and again listened to 
Py old‘'s story. Mr. Arnold ané I departed from the Winthrop 
Hotel Sunday afternoon at approximately 4130. 


Field and 


This is to certify that the foregoing statement wes taken 
before me, a notary public; that prior to making said statement, the 
witness was first sworn to tell the whole truth and nothing but the 
truth; that the statement was then reduced to writing and signed by 
me on the day of Angust, 1947. 


Ih WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand and official 
seal the day and year last above written. 


Notary Public In and for the State 
of Washington, residing at Seattle. 


Signed statemert of Fred I. Crism3n and Bareld .. Dahl 


Re: FLYING DISCS CIARTSD 3Y FRED CRISMAN and HARCLD 4. SAHL 
Tacuaa, ~ashington 
MW - X : 
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EARULD A. DaHL and FRED Cxliiwal, maie the following foluntary st te-ont 
to Sa f the Federal Bureau ot Investigation. 


in tke eatly part cf June 10497 we yicked up some Strenge rock for «tions 
from a gravel pit on Maury Island, Washington, we sent a box (cigar) 
of these fragments to RaY PALER of Venture hagazine st Evanstor illiccd 
to have it analyzed, 


Later PALMER wrote and asked for additional samples stating thet he kad 
failed to have then analyzed. 


Around the leter part of June a few days after the first disc stcries 
Started FALMER contacted us by phone. Ee tolé us not to tel? the tiews- 
Paperseécut the fragments and he would pay for ex exclusive story if 
the fregrents could be fron a flying dise. 


tne of us told hi; the fregnents could have been frome flying dise. 


Just after our Fhone conversation HAROLD DAEL “wrote e letter to KAY 
PALMER setting out some notes etc. regerding the fregnents ané 
indicating they could have come fron flying dises, 


The next thine we heard was evout the first of July when we cot a 
Trans Geean Press telegram froni Chicego asking mrt about these flying 
Gise fragments. We tolé then tc forget the entire natter. 

The next we heard of these fregnents wes wher Wwe were celled by 
KENNETH ARNOLD to meet with him in the Winthrop Hotel on Tuly 51,1947 


we told hin exactly how we had found the fragments and kad forwarded the; 
to FALMER to be ahalyzed, 


The above is the entire and true story as regards cur connection vith 
the flying dise stories ete, ‘whicb-Ori cinated over the cre samples uwkich 


We sent to be analyzed, : 
' 
Lift... es. 


7B. LEP 


